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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
It is very gratifying, as an officer of 

our Club, to hear positive feedback from guests 
at cur events. One such remark came from 
John Kaptur, owner of Cycle Werks of 
Barrington. I only mention this because he has 
attended countless me club functions over the 
years and his comment carries the weight of his 
experience. 

Why guests feel this way I can only guess. 
Maybe it is the warm welcome we extend, 
making a guest feel like they belong. Possibly, 
it is the content of our meeting! Any motorcy-
clist can relate to the emphasis we, as a club, 
give to well-lead, interesting, and safe rides. 
Probably, it is the quality of our membership as 
a whole: Motorcyclists taking an enthusiastic 
interest in this unique sport. Whatever the rea-
son,it works. 

From a personal point of view, a TOP CAT 
event is akin to opening a photo album. In 
stead of picutres of a page, the faces of TOP 
CAT members with whom I have shared the 
road, triggers an instant recall: Sturgis, 
Sturgis on the River, the Sunset and Sunrise 
rides. The list goes on and on. Memory flash-
backs all of which bring a smile to my face. 

This year's TOP CAT riding season will offi-
cially begin on APRIL 18th. Join your fellow 
TOP CATS on this event which promises to be 
the first ride of the best riding calendar ever put 
together by any club! 

Saddle Up! 

Jim "Iceman" Heniff 

Kaution Korner 
By Ric "CLUTCH" Case 
Safety Committee Chai 

Spring Warm Up 

It has been a long cold winter without much opportu-
nity to ride. Here are a three exercises you can do in a 
isolated remote area, such as a parking lot, to refresh 
your riding skills. 

1)Braking - In a straight line - On a dry pavement, at 
about 20 miles per hour, squeeze the front brake by 
rolling your finger tips over the brake lever until your 
whole hand is squeezing the lever at the same time 
applying the rear brake, trying not to skid the rear tire. 
If you do skid the rear tire keep applying pressure, 
squeezing the tank with your knees, weight shifted 
rearward, and keep it upright until stopped. 

2) Cornering - At about 15 miles per hour lean the 
motorcycle into a simulated corner, looking all the 
way thru the corner in the direction you are cornering 
while accelerating slightly, at the apex, to maintain sta-
bility thru the corner while you press on the handlebar 
in the direction you want to go until you can then 
straighten up the motorcycle remembering to use an 
outside inside line (path of travel) to minimize the lean 
angle on the corner and then straighten the motorcycle 
and re-practice your stopping technique. Work on this 
until you can execute an entire 135 degree corner. 

3)Turns - At about 5 mile per hour, pretend you are 
making a sharp right turn onto another street or drive-
way. Right turns are usually sharper than left turns. 
Counter balance the motorcycle by shifting your 
weight to the left side of the seat while maintaining 
your balance as you turn the handlebars. Keeping 
pressure on the left side foot peg or floorboard will 
also help you maintain your balance. As you exit the 
turn re-balance yourself by moving to the center of the 
seat while straightening the handlebars. 
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TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, Proprietors, 
Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of large, medi-
um and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 
The content and opinions expressed in articles are those of the authors and not, nec-
essarily those of Top Cats - Illinois. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
President 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 

(j heniff@mailstation.com) 
847/381-5357 

Vice President 	Chuck Prettyman 
(cpman4@aol.com) 

847/382-4269 

Treasurer 	Don Schaffer 
(numbersman@thecpas.biz) 

847/564-1489 

Secretary 	Ken Glassman 
(lhawkeye50@hotmaiLcom) 

847/394-2646 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	Sanra Vernon 
(vern693@aol.com ) 

847/634-6402 

Director 	Rose Temple 
(rtemple@acnielsen.com) 

847/516-8825 

Director 	John Fraccaro 
(ffraccaro@j uno.com) 

847/697-9607 

Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 
(tazman69er@netscape.net ) 

815/459-9345 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 
(tlizardkumro@aol.com ) 

847/639-4009 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HOHJNE (847) 622-3501 e-mail: topcats_mcc@hotinail.com  

NEXT MEETING: April 6, 2004 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim Haase (jimhaase@comcast.net) 847/776-7845 
Advertising 	Don Schaffer (numbersman@thecpas.biz) 847/564-1489 
Membership 	Lynn Adams (leadams38@msn.com ) 847/657-9363 
Charity Ride 	Rose Temple (rtemple@acnielsen.com ) 847/516-8825 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aoLcom) 847/382-4269 
Products 	Janet Riddick (riddick@wickes.com ) 847/548-8447 
Communications 	John Fraccaro (jfraccaro@juno.com ) 
Roar 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 
Website 	Sal Saccomanno (salsacco@ameritech.net) 
Hotline 	Jim Haase (iimhaase(ii,comcast.net) 

847/697-9607 
847/854-4137 

847/526-5200 
847/776-7845 

Safety 	Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.net) 847/363-1542 

IkANIDY'S CYCILE 

RANDY WEAVER 
11013 Route 47 
P.O. Box 516 
Huntley, IL 60142 

affLEHMAN PUKES, INC 
(847) 669-0256 

Fax (847) 669-0772 
www.randyscycle.com  

4,PymiaterrovErzir 

550 1,Nt N,ittiA( -4 I lighway 
Dec Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWW.DPHONDA.COM  

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines Il. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 



Need 
Help with- 

Income Taxes? 
Divorce Planning? 

Business Valuation? 
Business Accounting? 

Financial Audits or Reviews? 
Computer Systems Assistance? 

Business or Personal Planning? 
You need the 

NumbersMan 

Donald J. Schaffer, CPA/ABV 

Schaffer, Vietinghoff & Wallach, PC. 
3710 Commercial Ave. #1 

Northbrook, IL 60062 
(847)564-4500 #17 

NumbersMan@TheCpas.Biz 

Advice rendered by our firm is totally indepen-
dent. We do not sell or take any commissions or 
incentives for recommending insurance, stocks, 
annuities, or other financial products 
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Top Cats' Merchandise 
By Iceman 
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SPRING FLING or... 
as Steppenwolf would tell us, "Get your motors runnin'..." 

By Bill Ryan 

Mark your calendars now for Sunday April 
18th because that is the first planned ride of 
the season (Spring Fling Ride). 

This year the Spring Fling will take us on a 
scenic ride in the country to Oregon Illinois. 
We will start out at the Southwest corner of 
Biesterfield and Meacham Rd. in Elk Grove 
Village. The group will leave at 9:00 am tak-
ing a leisurely ride to the Blackhawk Indian 
Statue on the East side of the Rock River in 
Oregon, Illinois for a photo opt. Then we'll 
mount up and proceed to the Maxson 
Riverside Restaurant for Brunch. After 
brunch we'll head North on Route 2 about a 
/ mile, to ride past a medieval castle. Then 
back home on Rt.72. The ride will take 
approximately 6 hours. It will be a great way 
to start the season off. 

	AIL •  

"Wow", "Cool", "Where'd you get that?", are 
typical comments you hear when a member 
shows up with a new Top Cats shirt, hat, or 
jacket. We have a new line of Top Cats 
clothing, limited only by your pocketbook 
and your preference, available from Think 
Ink, in Crystal Lake, IL. All you have to do 
is use the order blank contained in this issue, 
and available from Janet Reddick, fill it out, 
and mail it to Janet at 1660 Dolcetto Ln, 
Gurnee, IL 60031, or give it to Janet at a 
meeting. Payment must accompany all 
orders. 

Please note: Top Cats' tradition reserves the black and 
white logo for the general membership only, and the 

black and gold logo is limited to serving, or past, officers 
and directors. 



Minutes of the General Meeting 
on March 3, 2004 

By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

Jim Heniff called the meeting to order at The Boathouse. Jim 
introduced Fred and Klara Kaiser, from Think Ink. They 
brought some embroidered Top Cats clothing to show us all. 
Items included T-shirts, sweatshirts, hats, polo shirts and a 
windshirt with zip off sleeves. They also brought order forms 
for anybody wishing to place orders, and an order form is 
included in this Roar. Top Cat members may order embroi-
dered clothing for themselves and close family members by 
filling out an order form, and submitting that form with a 
check for the full amount of the order to Janet or Kevin 
Riddick, of the Products Committee. The Riddick's also have 
a catalogue with hundreds of other clothing items that can be 
ordered with the Top Cats logo. The catalogue and samples of 
the items on the order form will be available at the meetings 
for members to look at. Black & white logo items are avail-
able to all members, and gold logo items are available to cur-
rent or former officers and Board members only. If you have 
any questions about our Top Cat products, you can always 
contact Top Cat Janet Riddick at 847-548-8447. 

Warren and Linda from Warren's Harley-Davidson Parts and 
Service were guests, and offered all Top Cats a discount on in-
house labor for any service work done through March. Our 
last guest was Jim Ehrenfield, of Wheeling. 

It was announced that John Lunde was named the Vice-
President of the Rolling Thunder Chapter 2, which meets the 
3rd Wednesday of each month at the Fox Lake VFW Post. 
Congratulations to John. 

Ric Case and Wayne Kirkpatrick announced that there is an 
Accident Scene Management Course available on April 24, 
from 9:00 AM until 4:30 PM being held at the Willow Creek 
Community Church in South Barrington. You can get more 
information at www.accidentscene.net , or call Ric Case for 
more info. This is not a Top Cat course, and it will cost $30 per 
person. 

Ric also reminded everyone to check their tire pressures before 
venturing out for their first spring rides. Your tires have very 
likely lost several pounds of air over the winter, and could be 
dangerously low. He also mentioned it would be wise to find 
a deserted parking lot to practice skills before getting out on 
the road this spring. In response to comments that Ric has 
received that Top Cat rides are too fast, or too slow, Ric 
reminded everyone that Top Cat rides are designed to ride at 
the speed limit. 

Don Schaffer reported the finances are in good shape, and to 
see him if you want any financial statements. Members who 
have not paid their dues are now considered former members, 
and will be notified. They can be reinstated by filling out a 
new form and waiver, and submitting their dues. A GRASS 
class will be required before reinstatement if they haven't pre-
viously satisfied that requirement. Don also reported that Ken 

Glassman is exploring the costs, benefits, drawbacks, require-
ments, etc. of having an electronic Roar, in lieu of, or in addi-
tion to, the current paper Roar. Mike Wolf offered to help. 
This exploration is in its infancy, and no changes are expected 
any time soon. Once information is gathered, it will be pre-
sented to the Board, and before any decisions are made, it will 
be fully discussed with the general membership. 

Top Cat Keith Zawila has arranged for an Experienced Rider 
and Basic Rider Course for Top Cats that will be held on April 
12, and June 5, respectively. For the Basic Course, motorcy-
cles are provided, as well as helmets. Students should wear 
long sleeves, over the ankle shoes, and leather gloves. They 
must also have a motorcycle permit. For the Experienced 
Rider Course, students must ride their own bike, and must 
have a DOT helmet, and wear appropriate clothing. They must 
be able to show proof of insurance, and a current registration, 
and an M-Class motorcycle license. Also, their bike must be 
able to pass a safety inspection. Call Keith Zawila at 847-970-
9026 for more info. A BIG Top Cat Roar to Keith for setting 
this up for our club. 

Activities Chairman Jim Haase spent about 40 minutes enter-
taining us with a Power Point presentation of the upcoming 
Ride Calendar. Co-Chairman, Gary Brandt will assist Jim in 
keeping non-Top Cat events up to date on the calendar. Co-
Chairwoman, Cafmen Morin, will help Road Captains with 
facilitating restaurant accommodations on rides that require 
meals. 

Jim Haase organized a game of "Wheel of Fortune" to reveal 
the theme of this year's riding season, which is "For the Thrill 
of It." That, of course is the answer to why we ride in the first 
place. 

This years ride calendar is a mix of old favorite rides, and new 
rides, which promise to make this the best riding season ever. 
Jim reminded everyone that the "mission statement" of the 
Ride Committee is to "facilitate and communicate to the mem-
bers the rides, activities, and events that are planned." It is the 
Road Captain's responsibility to plan, promote and execute the 
ride or activity. Of course, help is always available from the 
Committee as well as other Road Captains. And a member 
does not have to be a Road Captain to suggest or implement a 
ride. Any member can suggest, and plan a ride or activity, and 
the Committee will find a Road Captain to lead the bikes. 
Members should also be constantly looking at the ride calen-
dar for updates, and can consult the Hot Line as well. 

Bekki Mcnamee offered the use of her summer house in Lake 
Geneva for a possible site for an event. 

The meeting closed with the 50/50 raffle which I didn't win. 
Pete Hemmelgarn, won the prize again. He gets to go home 
with Cherly AND with money in his pocket. From now on, his 
"road name" is Lucky Pete. . 
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From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

CAIL. 	

Modem (815) 356-0029 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

(815) 356-0023 

www.koozys.com  

708.598. 7000 
7200 W. 87th Street 
Bridgeview, 11. 60455 

"Meetcha on 
the comer!" 

87th & Harlem 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
HARR DAVIDSON I 	M- F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

c4iitniT? 
BARLEY-DAVIDSON 

.111.EY " 

G- LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(847) 726-7843 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

AMERICAS  
/-1LOPEN ROAD •■•NrI 

SPECIALIZING IN AMERICAN MADE MOTORCYCLES 
1975 E. Rand Road Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 368 0999 
www.americasopenroad.com  

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  
Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 
New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 
1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 
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UP TO 5 QTS NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY! 
SERVICE HOURS 

Special to All TOP CAT Members! 

Fits most vehicles. Some models slightly higher. 

‘, 	One coupon per customer. Not valid towards previous or ANY other offers. Valid only at Viking Dodge. Please present coupon prior to service. 	,' 

Mon-Fri lam-6pm • Sat 8am 
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DODGE 
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'THE CREDIT VIKING' 
LET US CONQUER YOUR CREDIT! 815-459-8000 • Rts.14 &1 6 • Crystal Lake 

Hablamos Espanol. Estamos para servirle. 

SEE OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY AT...vvww.vikingdodge.com  
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Top Cats has a discount arrangement with Ritz Camera 
(#1470) on developing film. Feel free to use it when 

processing film or discs of Top Cats' events. 

AAAAAAAA AAA AAAAAA • 

Minutes of the Board Meeting 
on March 8, 2004 

By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

In attendance were Jim Heniff, Don Schaffer, Taz 
Krepel, Chuck Prettyman, John Fraccaro, Rose 
Temple, Terry Kumro, Ken Glassman, Ric Case, 
and Jim Haase. 

Jim Haase submitted the Calendar of Events, 
which was approved by the Board. The calendar is 
on the website, and should be referred to by mem-
bers often. While many of the ride dates are set in 
stone, others can be altered as we progress during 
the riding season. 

Ric Case reported that 10 Top Cat members 
attended the CPR class on March 7. Rick and 
Terry Kumro are discussing a date for the next 
GRASS class, and will make an announcement 
shortly. 

Don Schaffer presented the financials to the Board, 
and it was accepted. 

Rose Temple reported that the Charity Committee 
is moving forward. Many of the members have 
asked for Sponsorship Packages from her. The 
committee is still searching for a Title Sponsor. 
Rose requests that members who have taken 
sponsorship packages call her to update the 
progress. The next Charity Meeting is 3/18. Any 
member who can help with our charity effort is 
urged to contact Rose Temple. 

Gold Top Cat Patches and rockers are available to 
any former Board Member or Office Holder, who 
has never received them for their past service. You 
can call Ken Glassman at 847-394-2646. 

John Fraccaro has taken the initiative of evaluating 
each Top Cat Committee, to codify a framework of 
the goals and responsibilities, and the parameters 
under which they operate. The Board will assist in 
that process, and then meet with each Committee 
to get their input to complete the process. This will 
aid current and future committee members to know 
exactly what is expected of them and help guide 
them in their work. 

We are always looking for photos taken of Top Cats' events 
to publish in ROAR. Old or new photos in either hard 
copy, or digital format (disk, e-mail, preferably .JPG) 

Photos will be returned if requested. Please have the name 
and date of the event accompany the pictures for accuracy. 

REWARD 
The reward? You have the opportunity to contribute to 

the permanent record of Top Cats' history. 

If you would like to become an "Official" Top Cats pho- 
tographer, please notify Carmen Morin, of the Activities 

Committee at: mcarmia@aol.com . 
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Off-Ramp Get-Offs 
Quick Stops in a Curve Require Both Knowledge and Skill 
Submitted by Jim Haase 

You're using the bike more and more to commute 
to work in order to use the carpool lanes. There's 
an increased hazard of riding during the rush 
hours, but you always look as far ahead as pos-
sible, cover the front brake, and wear full protec-
tive gear. This morning, traffic is heavy but mov-
ing along nicely. With your exit coming up, you 
signal and change lanes toward the right-hand 
off-ramp. There's a gaggle of aggressive com-
muters taking this exit and other cars attempting 
to enter the freeway at the same point, but you 
are able to merge into the line and make your 
turnoff. 

The tree next to the off-ramp limits your view, so 
you don't see the brake lights suddenly come on 
until you're halfway around the exit ramp. Closing 
rapidly on the car ahead, you roll off the throttle 
and squeeze hard on the front brake to make a 
quick stop. But with the bike leaned over into the 
curve, the front wheel loses its grip, the bike 
crashes on its low side, and slams out into the 
guard rail. Fortunately, the drivers behind you 
see what's happening and avoid running over 
you. 

Since risks are higher in heavy traffic, it is smart 
to wear protective gear for commuting. And it's 
also a good habit to cover the front brake lever in 
potentially hazardous situations where you may 
need to make a sudden stop. But you shouldn't 
allow yourself to get so close to the car ahead of 
you, especially where the view is limited. Braking 
while leaned over requires considerable skill, 
even if your bike has ABS. Rather than attempt 
to brake hard while still leaned over, you can 
quickly swerve the bike upright and then attempt 
a maximum-effort straight-line stop. 

Excerpted with permission from Street Strategies: A Survival 
Guide for Motorcyclists by David Hough, $19.95, ISBN 1-889540-
69-2. Copyright © 2001 by BowTie Press. 



L.J1 Cash 

❑  Credit 
Card 

Check Please make checks payable to: Think Ink 

Exp. Date: 
	 VISA MC AX DISCOVER 

Signature: 

Name on Card: 

TOP CATS 
ILLINOIS 

All items are embroidered with the above logo. 

SOLD TO: 

Name: 
Address: 
Address: 
City, State & Zip 

iniswir  Apparel 
1SIKT Order Form 

3 Chalet Drive Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
815 459-4565 Fax 815 459-5238 

Orders due by: 
Orders returned by: 

Date of Order: 

Daytime 
Phone: 

Item 
Color 

Enter 
S 

quantity 
M 

for 
L 

each 
XL 

size 
2XL Total 

Qty. 
Price with 
Sales tax 

Extended 
Price 

Description 

#9947 Windshirt Black . 
$70.00 

#3800 Gildan Polo Black 
- $25.00 

#1220 Anvil Polo White $27.00 

#18230 FOL Sweat shirt White $30.00 

#61051 Cap Black $14.00 

#2400 Gildan Long Slv. T White $20.00 

Enza Ladies Polo Black $31.00 

All XXL sizes add each $1.00 

All prices include a 6.5% Illinois Sales Tax 	 Total Amount Due: 

Items are custom produced for this order period & may not be available after the above order date. 
Think Ink cannot accept returns or exchanges for incorrect sizes ordered. 

I 	 

 

Payment: 

If you have any questions please contact: 
	Klara or Trish 

	
815 459-4565 

Think Ink, Inc. 
Copyright 2004 Think Ink, Inc. 
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TOP CATS ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 
April 2004 - July 2004 

Date Time Activity 	 Location Leader 
Tue-Apr-6 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting 	Boathouse, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sat-Apr-10 8:00 AM Experienced Rider Course 	College of Lake County K. Zawila 
Mon-Apr-12 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting 	Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sun-Apr-18 9:00 AM Top Cats Spring Fling Ride 	White Hen, Biesterfield and Meacham B. Ryan 
Sun-Apr-25 TBA Bike Blessing 	 Woodstock Harley-Davidson Wdstck. HOG 
Sun-May-2 Bike Blessing/Pig Roast 	UKE's Harley-Davidson, Kenosha UKES HOG 
Sun-May-2 Bike Blessing 	 Lakeshore HD, Libertyville Lakeshr HOG 
Tue-May-4 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting 	Boathouse, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sat-May-8 8:00 AM TC Country Distance Classic 	Mobil, Rt. 12 & Ela, Lake Zurich L Scalzitti 
Sun-May-9 All Day Mother's Day 	 Wherever Mom Wants Mom 
Mon-May-10 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting 	Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sat- May -15 All Day Palatine H.O.G. Bike Show 	Suburban Harley-Davidson, Palatine Plt HOG 
Sun-May-16 7:00 AM Top Cats Little Angels Ride 	Caribou Coffee, Lake in the Hills G. Cumpata 
Sun-May-23 4:45 AM Top Cats Sunrise Ride 	Shell, Aptakisic & Milwaukee Ave T. Malia 
Thu-May-27 TBA Annual Ride to the Wall 	TBA Rolling Thunder 

Tue-Jun-1 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting 	Boathouse, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Fri-Jun-4 6:00 PM Beginning Rider Course 	College of Lake County K. Zawila 
Sat-Jun-5 7:00 AM Top Cats Three Rivers Ride 	Broken Oar, Cary D. Schaffer 
Sat-Jun-5 8:00 AM Beginning Rider Course 	College of Lake County K. Zawila 
Sun-Jun-6 Jesse Oaks Poker Run 	Jesse Oaks Jesse Oaks 
Sun-Jun-6 8:00 AM Beginning Rider Course 	College of Lake County K. Zawila 
Mon-Jun-7 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting 	Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Fri-Jun-11 8:00 AM Mississippi River Run Pre-ride 	BP Station, Routes 47/20/72 J. Haase 
Fri-Jun-18 10:00 AM Top Cats Little Sturgis 	Egg Harbor, Barrington B. Boand 
Sun-Jun-20 All Day Father's Day 	 Wherever Dad Wants Dad 
Sat-Jun-26 8:00 AM Top Cats You-Name-It Ride 	TBD TBD 
Sat-Jul-3 9:00 AM Top Cats Mississippi River Run BP Station, Routes 47/20/72 J. Haase 
Tue-Jul-6 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting 	Boathouse, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sat-Jul-10 Midnight Jersey Pine CruisersMidnight Tour TBA JPCruisers 
Sun-Jul-11 10:00 AM Top Cats You-Name-It Ride 	TBD S. Vernon 
Mon-Jul-12 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting 	Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sun-Jul-18 TBA Ride For Kids 	 Allstate, Northbrook Honda Riders Club 

Sun-Jul-25 11:00 AM TC Progressive Dinner Ride 	Heller's, Round Lake C. Prettyman 
Sun-Jul-25 TBA Save-A-Pet Charity Ride 	TBA JP Cruisers 

NOTE: Check the web site (www.topcats.org ) and the Hotline (847 622-3501) for details/updates. The 2004 Activities 
Calendar can also be downloaded from the web site but, check for changes frequently. 



OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

BALLS. 	Interesting innovation... Tire Ball 
Development Co., has a product that replaces inner 
tubes. They are a series of balloon like balls that 
provide the tire inflation. A puncture results in one 
ball deflating as opposed to a catastrophic blow out. 

BIKES. A new motorcycle dealer has emerged in 
our area. Harvard Motorsports & The Wave Cafe 
have opened on RT. 14 in Harvard, IL. Featuring a 
full line of Suzuki motorcycles, scooters, and ATVs, 
and accessories, they have some unique rider / cus-
tomer incentives and, a 60,000 sqft dirt training 
facility. The shop is located on the south side of RT 
14 while they are constructing the new, 20,000 sqft 
shop and the Wave Cafe, on the north side. Both the 
new shop and the cafe are scheduled to open this 
spring. Check them out at www.harvardmotor-
sports.com. 

HAZARDS. Warm weather marks the start of the rid-
ing season and the highway construction season. 
Remember to scan ahead and watch out for pot 
holes and deteriorating surfaces as well as construc-
tion equipment and crews. 

LAWS. Don't forget. This year, Illinois has a new 
law prohibiting vehicles from using the left, passing 
lane, on a multi-lane highway, as a driving lane. 
Use it only to pass a slower vehicle and save your-
self a $75.00 ticket. 

MONSTER. Ever watch Monster Garage? 
Disregarding the characters and the acting, they do 
some incredible work. We have our own version of 
Monster Garage with better characters and no act-
ing. If you ever have some spare time on your 
hands, call Jordy Glazov at 815 385-6286 and 
arrange to stop by for a visit at his new company, 
Better Than Original Cars, in Lakemoor, IL, where 
they fully restore, build, and customize classics, 
antiques, and hot rod cars from the ground, and I 
mean ground, up. They can also do 
motorcycles...just talk to Jordy or check out 
www.btocars.com . 

RAIN. Many years ago, on our 2d or 3d Fall Charity 
Ride, it rained all damn day long. One of the stops 
on the route was Warren's Cycle in Round Lake. As 
we pulled in, the service area garage door opened, 
and there stood Warren with a smile and dry towels 
in his hand, directing us to park inside. That typi-
fies the type of welcome and service you get at 
Warren's. Visit him at www.warrenscycle.com  or in 
Round Lake, rain or shine. 

RUSH. The Chicago Rush Arena Football Team is 

hosting a Motorcycle Day on May 23, 2004. It will 
start with a ride - in bike show at noon and the 
game, Chicago Rush vs. Indiana Firebirds, starts at 
2:00 PM. Tickets for motorcyclists will be discount-
ed from $24.00/$16.00 to $20.00/$12.00. Details at 
www.chicagorush.com, sign-in id: motorcycle, 
password: football. 

SPARK. NTSB has mentioned that there is a fire 
potential during vehicle refueling, from static elec-
tricity spark. Static electricity generated from slid-
ing out of your vehicle, can discharge when the gas 
nozzle contacts the vehicle fuel filler neck. Pickup 
trucks with plastic bed liners are particularly vul-
nerable when gas cans are filled in the bed. While 
no mention is made of motorcycles, it just seems 
smart to touch a metal surface to discharge any sta-
tic electricity prior to refueling. 

Biker Culture 

It's smart to get familiar with the local culture when 
you ride through a region. When you ride through 
the south this summer, you can communicate better 
with the locals if you listen to their radio stations 
and learn the words to songs like... 

"Don't cry on my shoulder, you're rustin' my spurs" 

"How can I miss you if you won't go away?" 

"I fell in a pile of you and got love all over me" 

"I wanna whip your cow" 

"I would have writ you a letter but, I couldn't spell 
yecch" 

"I wouldn't take her to a dog fight 'cause I'm afraid 
she'd win" 

"I'll get over you as soon as you get out from under 
me" 

I'm so miserable without you, it's like having you 
here" 

"If you don't leave me alone, I'll go find someone 
who will" 

"You're the reason our baby is so ugly" 



SAFE RIDING TIPS 
By Terry "Lizard" Kumro 

1. Every time you ride, give your bike the once over. Look for 
leaks, loose parts, and low tire pressure. 

2. Clear your mind before you even start your bike. Don't get pre-
occupied with work, family issues, the basketball game, ect. 
Focus on riding. 

3. From the moment you get on the road, train yourself to use 
SIPDE. Scan all around you, Identify potential hazards, Predict 
what will happen, Decide how to avoid problems, and Execute 
your plan. Do it all the time, until it becomes automatic. 

4. Look where you want to go. Don't stare at the upcoming pot-
hole. Instead , look at the clear pavement next to it. Don't fixate 
on the car turning left in front of you. Instead, focus on the open-
ing being created as it moves past,since that's your escape route. 

5. It should go without saying, but don't get on your bike when 
you've had too much to drink. 

6. If you're on a bike that's new to you, or in unfamiliar condi-
tions, slow down, and focus on riding. 

7. Need to tune up your riding skills? Try some tight figure 
eights,and a couple emergency braking tests. 

8. The most common accident situations involve a car turning 
left in front of you or pulling out into your path from a parking 
lot, side street or driveway. Drivers have a hard time seeing you 
in those circumstances. Anticipate it. 

9. While you're out riding, play the "What If" game. What if the 
car you're following slams on the brakes? What if the car on the 
cross street doesn't stop for the stop sign? What if the truck in 
your right lane suddenly swerves into your lane? Could you 
avoid it? 

10. What's the best lane to ride in? Traffic should dictate that to 
you. Try to create a bubble of space around you. 

11. On crowded freeways, the most dangerous place to be is 
often the right lane, where cars are constantly merging in and out. 
If you don't need to exit anytime soon, you're probably better off 
in the middle or left lane. 

12. Most traffic seems to travel in clumps. Instead of fighting the 
crowd, speed up or slow down to get yourself in the open spaces. 

13. When traffic is heavy, use it to your advantage. Instead of 
staring at the back of the car in front of you, position yourself 
where you can see thru that car's windshield at the traffic ahead 
for more reaction time. 

14. When changing lanes, use your head. Swivel your neck 
around to check your blind spot and make eye contact (if possi- 

ble) with the driver in that lane. 

15. Remember that all vehicles have blind spots. Particularly 
semi-trailers. If you can't see the driver's rear view mirrors, the 
driver can't see you. 

16. Well,they say to wear bright colors and not black, but screw 
that. Just be more alert. 

17. Be aware of seasonal hazards. Ice and snow are obvious haz-
ards, but salt can also reduce traction long after the snow is gone 
. In spring , road conditions are at their worst-watch for cars 
swerving to avoid potholes. In the summer heat, highway crack 
sealer can turn very slippery. And in fall, wet and blowing leaves 
are a problem. 

18. Be equally aware of hazards associated with different times 
of day. In the early morning , watch for dew and frost on the 
roads. In the day you have to contend with glare and heavier traf-
fic loads. Sunset is when animals are more active, while evening 
and night hours bring out the greatest number of drunk drivers 
and thrill seekers. Be especially careful on Friday evenings when 
drivers are self-absorbed in weekend plans and rushed to get 
home from work. 

19. Sunset and sunrise cause glare. Be aware of it. 

20. Of course we all know that roads are the slickest shortly after 
the rain has started, but it's well worth the mention. 

21. Ride your own ride. I know it's easy to get caught up in 
things, but don't get in over your head just to be macho, or afraid 
of being seen as a slower rider. 

22. Wild animals. Bison, wolves, sharks, bears etc. More people 
are killed by deer than any other form of wildlife. 

23. The most dangerous place on surface streets is intersections. 
Be particularly alert when approaching them, and don't forget to 
check your rear view mirrors. 

24. Be especially careful when you're behind a car that's turning 
left at an intersection. Oncoming cars may not see you. 

25. At an intersection leave enough room between you and the 
car in front of you so you can pull right or left in an emergency. 
And remember to leave your bike in first gear just in case you 
need to take evasive action. Watch for lights that have just turned 
green. Someone might be running the red light in a hurry to get 
somewhere. 

26. Finally, when you get tired-take a break. Don't ever push a 
bad position. Fatigue is a killer. 



Sometime in early 1997, our newsletter publisher, and one of 
the original founding members, Richard "Angel" Moore, 
became ill and passed away. Our documented history went 
with Angel, and the Club struggled to publish a newsletter 
between January and April 1997. All previous newsletters 
were locked in Angel's computer, never to be retrieved. Today, 
we have been somewhat successful in compiling most of the 
Club's history by gathering copies of the published newsletters 
from current and past members. From January through April 
1997 however, there are no issues of ROAR to be found so our 
documented history has been gleamed from notes on napkins, 
'current member's vague recollection, and old coffee-stained 
rosters. 

JAN - APR 
0 In 1997 Top Cats - Illinois entered their third year as an emerg-

ing organization of motorcycle enthusiasts and business peo-
ple. Jim Hudmon, Randy Weaver, and Sandy Vernon joined. 
The Club was led by Rob Mann as President, Jordy Glazov as 
Vice President, George Lax as Secretary, and Don Dorgan as 
Treasurer. Our Directors were; Vic Wojtas, John Kahles, and 

ORobb Scholl. The Club continued to meet at the Barn of 
p$X Barrington but was searching for a more accommodating loca-

tion. In February, March, and April, thc Club had held their 
meetings at two other locations after the Barn asked us to 
"hide" our motorcycles in the upper parking lot. Robb Scholl 
tried to pick up the pieces of our monthly newsletter in prepa-
ration for publishing a June issue. VP Jordy Glazov led a six -
bike group ride, on a cold, drizzly evening, to the Joliet Casino. 

MAY 
Thanx to the efforts of Bard Boand, the Club finally found an 
accommodating meeting place at O'Traina's in Wauconda 
where we held our first meeting this month and enjoyed years 
of great meetings. Don Dorgan moved to Wisconsin and 
resigned as Treasurer. Donna Martin's replaced him until fall 
elections. Rob Mann represented the Club at the annual 
NISRA Awards Banquet and accepted a plaque in appreciation 
of Top Cats donation from our first Charity Ride. 

JUNE 
Robb Scholl led Rob Mann, Jordy Glazov, and Traveler on a 
chilly 400+ mile R/T ride to the annual Tulip Festival in 

OHolland, MI. Top Cats met at Kathy's Lakeside Inn to ride to 
x Jim "Hook" Tossing and Donna Martin's biker wedding cere-

mony and reception on a drizzly 7 June. On 19 June Traveler 
led Mow Man, and Brett Bacci and four other riders from 
Kansas and Gurnee, to Colorado on their 3,000 mile, six - day, 
Thunder in the Rockies ride. Bard led the first Little Sturgis on 
the River ride on 20 June with 20 Top Cats including Vince 
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JULY 
Ric & Jacquie Case and Vince O'Leary rode the Merriville 
Midnight Run. The Club was up to 69 members. John & Sue 
Kahles led 12 bikes on our Sunrise Ride which included cur- fr, 
rent members; Rob Mann, George Lax, Ric Case, Chris Lax, ,R 
Carl Hart, Jim Irvine, and Traveler. Donna and Hook Tossing'x, 
hosted the annual TC Picnic on 20 July highlighted by a water 
balloon fight that led to a whip cream fight, that resulted in a 
wet T-shirt contest. 

AUG 
Top Cats attending Sturgis met at Elk Creek Steak House for 
dinner, Traveler officially took over ROAR, Ric Case, Virgo,`(4, 
George Lax, Jordy Glazov, and Terry Kumro became theta 
Nominating Committee, Kathy Citko and Tom Eiseman joined,, (X 
and Sandy Vernon attended the NISRA dedication of the van 
they purchased with the help of our 1996 Charity Ride dona-
tion. A group of 16 Top Cats rode to Galena on 24 August. 
Among them; Ric Case, Bard, Jim Hudmon, Carl HArt, 
Traveler, Rob Mann, Tina & Fritz Schiffmayer, Terry Kumro, 
and Jim Irvine. 

SEP 
The Club had agreed to postpone our annual Charity Ride this 
year and attend a NISRA picnic on 7 Sept. Donations were col- 
lected and presented to NISRA. The TC Hotline was estab- x 

 lished, Barry Hulden joined, Traveler, Carl Hart, Jim Irvine 
rode to the Harley Eaglethon in Milwaukee, and Club elections 0 

 were held. Ric Case became President, Rob Mann - Past 
President, George Lax - VP, Traveler - Secretary, Donna Tossing 
- Treasurer, and Directors were; Terry Kumro, Vic Wojtas, and 
Vince O'Leary. The first TC Progressive Dinner Ride was put 
together by the Women of Top Cats led by Donna Tossing and 
Sheila Glazov. 24 Top Cats enjoyed the hospitality of Jackie & ' 
Jim Hudmon, Chris & George Lax, Kathy Citko and Sandy 
Bill Vernon, Donna & Jim Tossing, and Sue & John Kahles. 

OCT 
Jim "Jughead" Heiland and John "Coach" Eliasik joined. The 
Club adjusted dues and membership dates to coincide with the 
calendar year. 

NOV 
George Lax headed the Advertising Committee, Craig Martens 
joined, and Bard started organizing the first TC Ride to Sturgis 
for 1998. 

DEC 
Top Cats participated, as a group, in the annual Chicago Toys 
for Tots ride on 7 Dec, led by Vince O'Leary. Jim "Iceman" 
Heniff joined the Club. And...the bikes were parked for the 
winter. 
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Top Cats - 1997 

XX 	
By Traveler 

Pc1  The history of our Club has always been captured in the 
monthly newsletter and in the memories of our members. 
Sometimes, the two don't coincide regarding dates, activities, 
and people but...newsletters don't forget and often contain 
details long forgotten by aging minds. 1997 is a bit sketchy 
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O'Leary, 0J, Ric Case Kathy Citko, Tom & Syndy Eiseman, Jim 
& Jeri Heniff, Emil & Jennifer Kornecki, Jim Irvine, Carl Hart, 
Terry Kumro, and John & Sue Kahles. Stephan Levy joined the 
Club, Donna Martin's took over Membership, and 25 bikes 
participated in Richard "Angel" Moore's memorial Ride on 28 
June. 
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Top Cats - Illinois 
PO Box 1201 
Barrington, IL 60011-1201 
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